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SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN DECEMBER

DAY DAT SEASON
THURSDAY| 4th
SUNDAY | 7th ADVENT 2 11:15 HE
THURSDAY| 11th
SUNDAY | 14th ADVENT 3 11:15 HE
WEDNESDAJ17th | School Service
THURSDAY| 18th
SUNDAY | 21st ADVENT 4
TUESDAY | 23rd
WEDNESDA)23rd | CHRISTMAS
EVE
THURSDAY| 25th | CHRISTMAS 11:15 HE
DAY
SUNDAY | 28th | CHRISTMAS 11:15 MP

HE Holy Eucharist
CrS Crib Service Carol Serviteas shown

MP Morning Prayer P&P Praise & Prayer

The Services for JANUARY 2026 will be posted on the
Website shortly i https://wemcofe.co.uk




Notes from the Editor
DECEMBER/JANUARY

Dear Readers,
Editorial for December 2025 and January 2026

This edition will cover two months. However, almost all the

content is about events in December connected with Christmas.
Although most of us have busy lives these become busier durjng

the month leading up to Christmas Day. Fundraising events, carol

services, concerts of Christmas music, all crammed into the |

St

few weeks of the year. So much so that by the time Christmas

Day arrives we are exhausted and risk missing the whole point
what we are celebrating if we are not careful.

January, however, arrives and we find ourselves with time on o
hands, all the celebrating and family gatherings are over and

returns to what we call normality, | am not sure if | ever have

onor mal i tyo; |l i fe al ways see
the even pattern of living such as hospital visits, repairs to c

of

r
ife

me¢
Al'S

which stop us from getting to places easily, or sudden illnesseg of

friends, relations or ourselvesL. L L
However, there are lots of interesting articles and adverts

events during the month of December so | do hope you will enjoy

the bumper issue and the Editorial Team wish you all:

A Happy Christmas n CHRIST IS BORN,
and a Healthy and Happy New Year

Phoebe

for




Rectors Ramblings

Good News or Bad

The Church Year is coming to a close
as we move into Advent. And as is
traditional at the calendar New Year

we look back to the time that was

and forward to the time to come.

In the readings for Christ the King at
the end of the Church Year and the
first Sunday of Advent readings,

of t en t he t al k i ne
That time when we face our God.

Unfortunately, as St Pa WAl hageay s
sinned and fallenshort of t he Gl ory of Godod
because if o0all have sinnedo6 on
But fear not as Paul goes on to
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is

i n Chri st Jesuso. Thus, we have
is the gift of God that we cannot earn. There is nothing we can

do to earn grace. It doesndt ma

do or how much good we do we ca
matter how our love our neighbours translates into good

works we cannot earn grace. None of these things on their

own will justify us. This is bad news. However, we have hope.

Our hope is expressed through the words of St Paul further on
in the letter to the Romans 10:9-1 0 o0i f you conf e
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes
with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses



with the mouth, | eading to sal

This passage tells us that we can be saved if our motivation for
good works comes from our belief in Jesus Christ and God.

It is our belief that determines our motivations and our
motivations t hat dictate our
belief and motivations become apparent through what they
say and do. A person motivated by desire for power will seek it
out, perhaps ruthlessly. A person whose motivation is wealth,
who believes it will make them happy, will do all they can to
gather more wealth. A person whose motivation is love will act
out of love.

So as the New Church Year, and then the New Calendar Yeatr,
begins, let us look to see how our past motivations played out
in the deeds we did. Then look inwards, to our hearts and
minds and determine that our future actions and speech will
be motivated by our belief.

This next year let us confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that
God raised him from the dead. Then we can have the hope
that by the grace of God, we will be saved.

Wishing you all every blessing as we look forward to
celebrating the birth
of our Saviour.

Yours in Christ,

Reverend Joh

V ¢



THE CHURCHES OF
WEM AND WHITCHURCH RURAL DEANERY

This is the ninth instalment of my account of the churches
in this Rural Deanery in alphabetical order.

— e xS —

34 0%4 %283 #(52#(
LEE BROCKHURST

The church of St Peter is il
the middle of the village,
up the lane from the A49
main road, and known to
some as Lee Bridge Churct
The parish is the smallest i
area in the rural deanery.

The nave is Norman
probably mid 1100s, with
splendid south doorway
and small windows in the north and south walls. The door |is
later, but still medieval. In the west wall there is a threlght
squareheaded window of the late medieval period and in th
south wall is a large rectangular window of possiblg

Elizabethan date. This was one of th

\V

smallest churches in Shropshirg,
measuring 42 feet by 15 feet. The
drawing is of the church in 1789.

In 1884 a considerable restoration
took place. The chancel was buili,
with a vestry on the north side and
the porch on the south side of the
nave. The belgable for two bells was




put up, replacing the previous wooden turret. Th

older bell was made, possibly cast on site, in the
18" century and the younger, with the inscriptio
O#1 1T A 11117 ¢C -AEA "cehtung Al AU

At the west end of the church is a wall plaque t

John and Jane Henshaw by Carline and Linell, who
also created a memorial in Pontesbury church.
John Henshaw (died 1 February 1801) was |an
attorney living in High Street, Wem. He was a very
religious man, a friend of all denominations, and
he paid for the building of the Congregational chapel (noy
Baptist) in Chapel Street.
Wem.

The wooden reredos @l
behind the altar is af
reproduction of the @&
, AT T AOAT AAj
3O0ODDPAOS AU | 3
Bessie who later marriediiiiies.
Vicar Henryg 1
Postlethwaite.

There have been many improvements in Lee Brockhurst church
in recent years. The vestry has been renovated and refurbished
to a high standard; pews have been removed from the west
end of the church to make a space for meetings and events like
the monthly Coffee and Chat gatherings; a new organ has begn
bought; and the bells have been rehung.

The parish of Lee Brockhurst has been grouped with the parigh
of Wem since 1947. A fascinating history of Lee is to be foynd
ET O!'111¢c OEA |, ATAO 1T £ , AA &I




published in 1995. | hav
happy = memories  of
regularly leading Matins
in this church in the late
1960s when Prebendar
Basil Morson was Vica
He and Mrs Grace Morso
are buried in Lee
Brockhurst churchyard.

The church is lockes
outside service times, bu
contact details of key
holders are available ol
the notice board by the
gate and in the porch.

William Price

A facsimile of the wording
on the Henshaw memorial tablet

of JOHN HENSHAW of Wem
in this County Esq" who having practiced (sic)
as an Attorney there for near 40 years
with the gr p an
departed this life Feb® 1% 1801 aged 67.
Also of JANE his Wife who was the eldest
Daughter of the late STEPHEN TIPPET




Notes from The Diocese DIOCESE OF
LICHFIELD
for December 2025

HOLY INTERRUPTION

/ Craig Newton, new director of

Shallowford House, our diocesan

retreat centre, mulls the season of
mistletoe and wine.

Thereds a certain |st
the year begins to| dr
; quiet that sits beneath the busyness of
December, beneath the shopping lists
{ and Christmas parties, beneath the
Jd deadlines and the |ex
solemn quiet of winter. Of early nights and frosted
mornings. Of candles lit against the dark.
If we allow ourselves to listen, Advent has a different rhythm
to the world around it. Where the world demands we speed
up, Advent invites us to slow down. Where the world grows
loud, Advent gently whispers. Where the world requires
more, Advent offers rest. Advent, in its truest sense, is a
season of holy waiting. A time not to strive, but to receive.
In the Gospel stories, before the multitudes of the heavenly
host praised God, there was silence. Before the light of a
star broke into the night sky, there was anticipation. Before
God came close in the vulnerability of a child, there were




ordinary people going about their ordinary lives. It was in that

stillness, unnoticed by most, that Heaven touched earth.

This is the fulfilment of Advent: God interrupting the ordinary.

The Incarnation is the great holy interruption; the Creator
entering creation, the Eternal One stepping into time, Heaven

colliding with earth. | t di
but in the stillness of the
looking.

This is how God so often moves. Not through the sensational
and spectacular, but through quiet, unassuming moments. A
whispered prayer. A small act of kindness. A pause in the rush

of the day.
ASs Di etrich Bonhoef fer once
all ow oursel ves t o be I nt er

Advent, we might learn again how to make room for those
interruptions. To pause, long enough to notice where the
light breaks in. To listen, for the whisper beneath the noise.
To create for ourselves and for others, spaces of stillness in

0 N
ni




Craig Newton joined the diocese in August as director af
Shallowford House, our diocesan retreat and conference centre
and is looking forward to welcoming people through his first
winter of retreat days, workshops and hosting church weeks/
weekends and other groups stays. The ewavolving calendar
of up-coming retreats et al can be found at:
https://shallowfordhouse.org/events1/

The Tracery of Wlnter


https://shallowfordhouse.org/events1/

The December Moth
and the Winter Moth
It seems a strange time of year tg
CARING FOR look for moths but there are a
GOD’S ACRE couple of tough cookies who brave
the

winter  weather!  The il
December Moth and the| =
Winter Moth have different
ways to cope.

The December moth wraps -
up warm, it has a coat of| 2SCeMOCHy ‘
hairlike scales, giving a fluffy Mot
appearance, which helps it hold heat well enough to bp
actlve and to fIy The Winter moth by contrast can fly whep

‘ i at a lower body temperature. It
has large delicate wings and a
small body, its big wings able to
beat less frequently to stay
airborne.

Neither moth will feed when on
the wing, they rely on food
reserves built up as a caterpillar,
4EA 11T O0E OOOACA
solely to searching for a mate
and, in the case of the females
laying eggs. December moth males and females both flly,




with the female larger in size than|
the male, whilst Winter Moth
females are flightless, they
emerge from a chrysalis in the soi
and crawl up a nearby tree. Once¢
there they emit pheromones to
attract males then wait for them
to arrive. Both moth species lay
their

&

eggs

on the winter twigs of
| broadleaved trees including
| oaks, birches, hawthorns and
| willows. The eggs hatch when
the trees are coming into leaf,
giving the caterpillars lots of

young, soft leaves to eat.

Most people are more familiar with the caterpillars of both
December and Winter moths than with the adult
December moth caterpillarspr—m
are mottled brown, well B
camouflaged when on twigs| .
and bark whilst Winter
moth caterpillars are bright
green, the colour of new|
leaves. You may have seely -
the holes in leaves cause L

by their voracious appetites December Moth Caterpillar




or spotted a caterpillar
| dangling from the mouth
of a parent bird, being
taken to feed chicks in the
nest. Whilst the adult
moths may emerge at a
itk L AP time of year when there
Moth Caterpillar are few predators about,
with bats in winter roosts,
the caterpillars are an important early source of proteir
in the spring, particularly for breeding birds.

Winter

Moths are drawn to lights which may kill them or distrac

them from seeking mates and laying eggs. Please think

about outdoor lighting, keeping it to the minimum need
to give safe access and have a look for moths when o
and about during the long winter nights.

Harriet Carty,

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor,

harriet@cfga.org.uk, www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk

individuals and groups in the diocese receive 20% memb
discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount coc
diomem?22

e P s
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COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS
d December/January from ROGER ASHTON

Daylight Hours

At our northerly latitude our daylight hoursvary greatly;
midsummer islight for 18 hours, midwinter only 8 hours.
Thishasa significant effecton the farming year. As daylight
increases andemperatures risethe season of Springsprings
forth bringing new growth; the plants, the livestock and
farming people are boosted by this wonderful natural
phenomenoncreated by Planet Earth's orbitingof our Sun.
We take it all

for  granted | e

but how lucky e - —

can you get
when yeld - .
think how
intricate  thelg
Universe is.
That process

of warming soilsand photosynthesissetsthe limitations of
farming in the UK, and over the centuries farming has
exploited very efficiently those limitations. Inrecent
decades technology has seen tremendous progress, ygu
could almost say pushing nature toéar! Climatechangeand
more frequent extremes of very wet or very dry weather
are with us now in our relatively benigntemperate and

rrrrr




maritime climate.Dodaylight hoursrelate to this?Droughts

do come in the summer season generally speaking. As

daylight falls away, and soil temperatures lowelgrowth is
greatly reduced.Nature is shutting down and building new
reservesin plantroots andthe soil. Livestockseemto cope
well at this time as long as plenty of conserved food is
available.Now that mainsgrid electricity hasbeen available
this past 75 years, artificial light brings its benefits, laying
hens increase productionas does horticultural cropping.
Thecompensation fornatural light is abonusfor we human
beings, darkness caraffect our mood, energy seem to be
compromised and can even lead todepression. But there is
hope out there, light at the end of the tunnel is a positive
goal. Autumn brings its own wonderful light and the low
angle sun shows up the

LIGHT p

glorious colours of theﬁj)
countryside. Our Christiarfaith|:
tells us in no uncertain terms|
aboutthe power of light.
Jesussays hdsthe Light of the|
World, depicted in the famous
William Holman Hunpicture. |

dBehold, 1 stal
knock. If anyone hears my voic{
and opens the door] will come
in and eat with that person, and
they Wi wehaianez0 6|

Vs
s WORLI i}:‘#‘.:"‘\




Abb® Michel Quoi st would I}i

BEFORE YOU, LORD
22NRaxX LRSlIaz aSydlrt LYIF3Sa ||
prayers; but, little by little, one finds that all these props are
obstacles in reaching God. Christ, when he takes hold of h
disciples, makes them understand that it is useless for them to st
or imagine or think anything at all. They must let God work in thenr
To expose oneself to Him without intermediary is the surest way t
meeting Him when He calls. Nevertheless, receptivity does| nc
mean forgetfulness aj g —

others. On the contrary ‘
disciples, laden with th B
weight of those they

have taken into theilf =
keeping, must brin¢ .
them silently to God
to make possible g
meeting, with them, ir
His presence.

Matthew 6:6-7
But when you are praying, go into your inner room and shut the|do
upon yourself, and so pray to your Father in secret; and then| yc
Father, who see what is done in secret, will reward you.

Moreover, when you are at prayer, do not use many phrases.

1 Thessalonians 2:8
But we were gentlamong you, like a nurse tenderly caring for |hel
own children.So deeply do we care for you that we are determjne
to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selve
because you have become very dear to us.




47 AA OEAOA AAZI OA Uil O6h , 1 O/
To shut the eyes of my body,

To shut the eyes of my soul.

And be still and silent,

To expose myself to you who are there, exposed to me.
To be before you , the Eternal Presence.

| am willing to feel nothing, Lord,
to see nothing,
to hear nothing.

Empty of all ideas,
of all images,
In the darkness.
Here | am, simply,
To meet you without obstacles,
In the silence of faith,
Before you, Lord.

But, Lord, | am not alone

| can no longer be alone.

| am a crowd, Lord,

For others live within me.

| have met them.

They have come in,

They have settled down,

They have worried me, they have tormented me,

They have devoured me.

And | have allowed it, Lord, that they might be nourished
and refreshed.

| bring them to you, too, as | come before you.

| expose them to you in exposing myself to you.

Here | am,

Here they are,

Before you, Lord.

Qu

fromO0 O A U A Oy Mich® QudistER
ISBN 671701584
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FRIDAY 6

World Day of Prayer

I gl ve
* MARCH

The service in Wem will be held in St Peter and

St Paul 6s Church
and will be led by Katharine Murray.

on

Friday 6t h

The service has been prepared by Christian women in Nigeria.

The World Day of Prayer (WDH
movement in Nigeria stands as a
powerful testament to the unity and
strength of Nigerian women.

Introduced in 1961,
the movement has grown to encompas
women from various Christian
denominations across the country,
fostering ecumenical cooperation ang
spiritual solidarity. Since its inception
WDP has provided a platform for
addressing social, political, religious a
economic issues affecting families an
communities

Gift Amarachi Ottah
A final -year Mass
Communication student at Alex
Ekwueme Federal University
Ndufu -Alike in Ebonyi State,
draws inspiration from her
home state of Abia in Nigeria.
She was motivated to design
this artwork for the 2026
World Day of Prayer
programme because of the
burdens that Nigerian women
are facing. She hopes that her
art will help to amplify their




Ni geri ads popul ati on
makes it the most populous country in Africa
and the seventh most populous in the world.
This demographic tapestry is woven from
over 250 ethnic groups, each contributing
uni que cul tur al t hr g
identity. The three largest ethnic groups in
=& | Nigeria are the HausaFulani, Yoruba and
’ |gho. Beyond these major ethnic groups,
Nigeria is a mosaic of other ethnic
communities spread across different regions. These include the ljaw, Ti
Kanuri, Nupe, Itsekiri, Efik and many more, each with its own distinct
cultural practices, languages and social structures. This diversity i
reflected i n Ni geri ads l i ngui st
indigenous languages, while English serves as the official language
bridging communication across the nation.

~

Overcoming Adversity @ Nigeria has grappled with political instability,
including periods of military rule. The Biafran War (1967-1970) left deep
scars on the national psyche. Economic challenges emerged wit
fluctuating oil prices and the need for diversification. Social issues like
ethnic tensions, corruption and inequality came to the forefront.
However, this period also saw the rise of civil society movements and a
growing call for democratic governance. The country returned to
democratic rule in 1999, facing the challenge of rebuilding institutions
and fostering national unity.

Despite obstacles such as the
Boko Haram insurgency and
economic recessions, Nigerial
showed remarkable resilience.
This period saw significant
strides in areas like shipping,
telecommunications,
technology start-ups and
entertainment with the rise of
the Nollywood film industry.




\ Lhe Parish Church of St Peter and St Pe ﬁ
T Wem T

SUNDAY & OTHER SERVICES IN DECEMBER

SUNDAY 7" DECEMBERS 2nd Sunday in Advent
08:00 & 09:4508 Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY 14" DECEMBERS®S 3rd Sunday in Advent
08:00 & 09:1508 Holy Eucharist

WEDNESDAY 17" DECEMBERS® SCHOOL SERVICE
10:000 Service in Church

SUNDAY 21°%' DECEMBERS® 4th Sunday in Advent
08:00 & 09:4506 Holy Eucharist

TUESDAY 23" DECEMBERS®S 9 Lessons & Carols
19:300 Service in Church

17:000 Prayer & Praise

WEDNESDAY 24" DECEMBERS Christmas Eve
15:000 The Crib Service
23:300 Midnight Mass

THURSDAY 25" DECEMBERS Christmas Day
09:4506 Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY 28" DECEMBERS 1st Sunday of Christmas
08:00 & 09:458 Holy Eucharist

THURSDAYS 4th, 11th, 18th DECEMBER
09:308 Holy Eucharist

The Services for JANUARY 2026 will be posted

~

on the Website shortly A https://wemcofe.co.uk

“

AnGrowing in Faith,

St Pet er & St Paul p¢






