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SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN OCTOBER
DAY DATE SEASON WEM WESTO LEE
SUNDAY | 2nd ALL SAINTS 11:15 HE
DAY
THURSDAY| 6th
SUNDAY | 9th |REMEMBRAN SERVICE
SUNDAY AT
WEM
TUESDAY | 11th [ ARMISTICE D
THURSDAY] 13th
SUNDAY | 16th | 2nd SUNDAY 11:15 HE
before ADVEN
THURSDAY] 20th
SUNDAY | 23rd CHRIST 11:15 MP
THE KING
THURSDAY| 27th
SUNDAY | 30th ADVENT 11:15
SUNDAY BENEFICH
SERVICE
HE Holy Eucharist MPMorning Prayer P&P Praise & Prayer
RS Remembrance Day Service
ASS All Souls Service AD®\rmistice Day Service




Notes from the Editor
NOVEMBER 2025

Dear Readers,
Editorial for NOVEMBER

When | saw the leaves falling off the beech trees in our garden in
August and early September and covering the lawn | thought that
autumn would not happen since all the trees would have shed their
leaves in order to survive by reducing the amount of transpiration
through the leaf surface. How wrong | was, today when the sun
shone after a few rather dull days the autumn colours were
abundant to see.

So what have we in store for you this month? Well we have the
final financial result from the Weston Show. What a great sum and
such a reward for all the hard work that went into making it so
successful; lovely photos accompanying the information too. An
article entitled Light and Truth from the Dean of Lichfield Cathedral,
the first woman to hold this post, together with a very interesting
photograph.

A report from Wem about the successful Ride and Stride activities
of Rob Ballantyne and Helen Hornsby. A very educational article
about amphibians and reptiles and how they overwinter and survive
the winter weather. Countryside Matters considers the Welfare and
Health not only of human beings but also of the animals for which
they care.

There are also lots of events taking place in November and even
some with a Christmas flavour!

Enjoy the read.

Phoebe




Rectords Ramblings

In August last year | centred my article for the magazine
around our Border Collie oBeao.
painfully aware that Bea is no longer with us. She lived a long,

full life and | am grateful for all the time we had her with us.

The picture | mcluded in the orlglnal article showed her on our

walk at Grinshill.
reproduce it here.

Here the leaves
are green in the
dappled sunlight.
A promise of
things to come?

Today | took &=
another picture, |y
almost in the &8
same spot.

% brown. There are fallen leaves

| This time of year is a time of

% & remembering. We will have an

& All Souls Day Service in Church

to remember those whom we
have lost. We observe
Remembrance  Sunday and
BAr mi stice Day. Al
services in one way or another.



My pictures show the changing of the seasons from summer
to autumn taking place not only in the natural world, as the
leaves turn gold and brown before dropping to the earth, but
also in our personal lives as relationships change, and in our
church life as well. The liturgical calendar moves us forward
through the time of remembering to the end of the month
when we celebrate Advent Sunday. Now we begin to look
forward to the coming of the light of Christ into a dark world,

a light which brings hope for this world, and the next.

In this season of Autumn, we have remembered those we have
personally lost and those who gave their lives for others. It is
right and proper to do these things, but it is also important to
be present in the now and to look forward to the future.

| follow a feed in my social media called Mindful Christianity.
This feed puts up inspirational words and quotes. At this time,
| think the following two quotes speak loudly to me, and
perhaps they will speak to you,too. 6 Be t he t hings
the most about the pewofkiverwhaayg

not be good, but thereds somet hi
Jeremiah 29:11 says, "For I kK n
decl ares the LORDO, plans to pr«
plans to give you hope and a future.
Gododés rich blessings to you al/|l

Yours in Christ,

Reverend John.



THE CHURCHES OF
WEM AND WHITCHURCH RURAL DEANERY

This is the eighth instalment of my account of the churches
in this Rural Deanery in alphabetical order.
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ST MARY MAGDALENE,
HADNALL

Hadnall was a chapelry i
the parish of Myddle until

it became a separate:i
parish on 22 Octobel:
1856. It might be thatgs
Hadnall Chapel receive e
its dedication to St Mary
Magdalene on that date.

The chapel was a small building of Grinshill stone with tw
Norman doorways, a porch, and a bell turret. The firs

command at Waterloo and later Commander in Chief of th
army, paid for the tower on the understanding, which wa
respected, that he would be buried unde

parish and he died in 1842. He
commemorated in the church by &
monument by Thomas Carline showing

j remembered by the column in Abbey
{ Foregate.

structural change was the building of the tower in 1837 to
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it. He lived at Hardwicke Grange in the

soldier and a shepherd with a lion
between them. In Shrewsbury he i$
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~ The chancel and vestr
. were added in 1874 t
d designs by  Edwar
' Haycock junior, a prolifi
| Shrewsbury architect. Th
east window in the chapel
¢ was moved to the east
end of the new chancel. In
1903 the church was agai
restored, this time by
Frank Bibby of Hardwicke Grange and Sansaw in memory of |his
parents. The architect was E Ridsdale Tate of York. Thig is
essentially the church we see today with the hammdéeam
roof and the clerestory in the nave, the chancel screen, the
altar rails, the altar and reredos, the choir stalls, and the organ
screen, together with the oak staircase in the tower, and,
outside, the lychgate. Parapets were added to the nave and
tower, and Frank Bibby gave a set of tubular bells. All the woyk
is of the highest standard, as in the

—
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The east window of 1887 is by th
famous firm of C E Kempe, as are twjs
windows in the north wall of the nave s
and another in the south wall of the
nave. One window in the chancel bf§
Clayton and Bell shows the Light of the
World, and another is a beautifu i
window showing Jesus and St Mar§
Magdalene, the patron saint of theff

%
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church. There are two ondight windows at the west end of
OEA TAOA AU 01 xAi 16068 '!'11 |OEA
and they make the church interior rather dark. The
embroidered hassocks add colour to the nave. The font caime
from Malta in 1880, the twemanual organ is by Jardine of
Manchester, and the former mortuary by the northlwest gate
has been converted into a toilet.

AT Al1 AEOOAEh xEEAE *1TET| , Al
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It is part of a four parish benefice covering Astley, Clive,

Grinshill, and Hadnall.
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s

My father was Vica
of Hadnall for 32
years and this wa{¥
my church for man
years when | wag¢.$
young. Here | wad#
confirmed by Bishogg¥
Stretton Reeve on 24§
October 1956, an(§
the ashes of my
parents and my siste
are buried near thdl
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Notes from The Diocese DIOCESE OF
LICHFIELD
for November 2025
LIGHT AND TRUTH
Much as | 6d prefer not to t

soon as Bonfire Night and Remembrance Sunday are over
must procrastinate no |l ongef

cards until the week before Christmas, the reality is that &s

DEAN JAN POSES FORH ER ADVENT CALENDAR!

of time, its season of spiritual preparation for Christma
overtaken by ever exotic Advent Calendars, their numbere

S
d

windows promising expensive
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the stress of Christmas pr-apar

day Advent calendar. Seriously, who thought of that one?

Instead of moaning about the commercialism of Christmas, here

at Lichfield Cathedral we do all we can to keep the Sundays
Advent special, beginning with the hauntingly beautiful Advent
Car ol Service. But then we

of

go

Light Show and t he Christmas

popul ar, a seasonal Omust o6 i

heart of both, is a search for the light in the midst of the

darkness. Physical light in the long nights of winter. Ang
spiritual light in a world which feels chaotic and dark.

n

One of my favourite worship |so
Roman Catholic songwriter Bgrn
you dondét know it and have gcc
it. Youodll soon be singing all o

lyrics.

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.

This is why, | think, so many people turn to the Church af
Christmas, on the shortest days of the year. Our ancestors pray
that the sun would return. We search for the Sohthe one who
is the Light of the Worl d. E
for themselves. But light and truth are in short supply at thg
momenti and in the Church we know both.

Many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.

So many people are lonely at Christmas. So many are search

for somewhere to belong. As Christians we belong to one R

ved
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mi ght we O&6éserved this Christ
and seed? l nvite them to a

Christmas, and it might be for them the first step to joining th

say no, so whatoés to | ose?
A blessed Advent from us all at Lichfield Cathedral.

YOUR CATHEDRAL.
The Rt Revd Jan McFarlar

Dean of Lichfielo
The Advent season begins on the fourth Sunday before
Christmas Day- in 2025, that is November 30.
Lichfield Cathedral 6s pr o
events for Advent and Christmas can be found on the
cathedral websitexwwww.lichfield -cathedral.org

family, made brothers and sisters through our baptism. Who

church, or bring them to their cathedral to see the Christmas
Trees or Chri st mas Li ght Show
e

church and finding faith. The worst that can happen is that they
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http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/

Overwintering reptiles
and amphibians

Churchyards, chapel yards and
CARING FOR cemeteries are great places to find both
GOD’S ACRE @ amphibians and reptiles. These twa
groups include frogs, toads, newts,

lizards and snakes. The first three can come as a surprise as bJrial
grounds rarely have ponds in them but actually, frogs, toads and
newts all spend much of their time on land and really use ponds
mainly for breeding and laying spawn. Amphibians (frogs, toads ard
newts) and reptiles (lizards and snakes) all hibernate, except for

some individuals in particularly mild
winters, and whilst some amphibians
may overwinter within ponds, most
find a suitable spot on land.

Both amphibians and reptiles need to
overwinter in places that are frost
free and unlikely to flood. They need
to be protected from predators and
from disturbance. This might be

COMMON
FROG

within the soil, perhaps using a crack
caused by grave subsidence or beneath tree roots, under stones apd
grave kerbs, inside a chest tomb with a swtable hole or wide crack fo
clamber in, between the stones |

of a wall, under a pile of leaves o
in a pile of deadwood. Woodland
soil, with shade and leaves can b
particularly good.

One of the differences between
amphibians and reptiles is in thei
skin.




Amphibians have
smooth skin which
can look velvety or
have a bumpy, warty

texture. Their skin is
permeable which means they can dry out. When on land, they nee¢d
to keep moist, so will overwinter in a damp and shady spot ofte

under leaves or deadwood. YT T

Reptiles have scales anc
EIl PAOI AAAT A OEETQ}
damp spot and may use compost§
heaps as well as cracks in walls a
monuments.

Amphibian skin can also pick up!
chemicals easily, herbicide
pesticides and fertilizers can be}
fatal, again making burial grounds, & | -
with their lack of chemicals, | COMMON LIZARD
particularly suitable. N.B. you may““#teiiii gl

-

see coloured frogs that have picked up the colour of the son wherg
they overwinter, these can be quite brightly coloured red, orange of
yellow.

Try to imagine that you are an
amphibian or reptile and take a
good look around your local
churchyard or cemetery and
ui 6611 DHOT AAAIT|U
of good spots to hibernate.
You can increase these
however. How about making a
dead hedge or pile of
deadwood in a shady spot? Do you have a compost heap? Try noj to




empty it after the end of October in case its in use fof

overwintering. Tussocks of coarse grass and grassland plants like

hogweed, particularly when next to a wall are favoured by slov
worms, probably the most common reptile found in burial
grounds. Shrubs and scrub often offer suitable nooks an
crannies at their base.

By November its likely that amphibians and reptiles will be tucke
safely away, although the timing does depend on the
OAI PAOAOOOA ET A DAOOEAODI AC
might be there awaiting the warmer weather of spring.

d
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A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD

Harriet Carty,

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Adviseryiet@cfga.org.uk,

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk - individuals and groups in the
diocese receive 20% members discount on all CfGA materials.
the discount code diomem?22

| Jse
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COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS
d November 2025 from ROGER ASHTON

Welfare and Healthcare

This heading is current at the present time with reference
human beings in urban and rural environments.

[0

What about farm livestock and family pets? They are living
beings, too. Welfare standards are set high in the UK, we hi/e
a global reputation and this reflects down the food chain to t

consumer, which is very important, as any poor welfare issues

are flagged up on the social media with instant widespread

condemnation! Looking after farm livestock with skille

o)

husbandry and with care and compassion, is an essertial

priority, you need both! Good welfare goes hand in hand wi

good health. Making time to observe their movements and

th

general demeanour is time well spent and these days therq is

high tech help with the use of transponders tied to a neck
fetlock band or implanted micro chips. These can flag up issl

before human
observation and
of course early
intervention
and treatment
| helps prevent a
worsening
situation
bringing a
guicker
|recovery. There

~ |is a saying tha




happy livestock are

healthier whilst
unhappy
stressed i

are

vulnerable to

picking up diseast
maybe because
immunity levels are
compromised.
Intensive livestock
AAOI ET ¢ xEOE EOG6O0 Al1T OA ETATI
welfare and health issues and management has to be tpp

notch. Conversely extensive livestock farming, that is closer|to

a more natural and regenerative way, still requires skilled
disease management. Nature and extreme weather throws
unexpected health challenges at us and viruses now trayel
rapidly on a global scale with our modern transport systems.

God tells us that wle
Think on!

0 THE SOWERG
after JeanFrangois Millet




