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SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE IN OCTOBER

DAY DATH SEASON WESTON LEE

THURSDAY| 2nd

SUNDAY 5th TRINITY 16 11:15 HE
THURSDAY] 9th

SUNDAY | 12th TRINITY 17 11:15 HE
THURSDAY)| 16th

SUNDAY | 19th TRINITY 18 11:15 HE
23rd

SUNDAY | 26th BIBLE 11:15 MP,

SUNDAY

THURSDAY| 30th

HE Holy Eucharist

MP Morning Prayer P&P Praise & Prayer
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Notes from the Editor
OCTOBER 2025

Dear Readers,

Editorial for October

Wel | |, we di d want rain didno
get into the garden and put plants in that | have had to keep in
pots because the ground was too hard to dig!

So what had been going on in the Benefice during the past
month? Weston had been busy refurbishing their Village Hall:
see the photos. A retirement of a hard working flower arranger
at Wem was marked by a visit to Hodnet Hall.

Lee Brockhurst and Wem seem to have been rather quiet. The
Diocese however has had a somewhat busier time considering
the £42,000,000 that has been released to increase the clergy
stipends and help the worst off parishes. Hopefully there will
be some left over for other work as well.

In this issue we are also told how to manage our churchyards
and prepare for winter. Countryside Matters is considering
sheep in upland areas and walking in Nepal concludes my
article AWal king in my Lifeo}

Some future activities are also advertised.

Next month no doubt we will be talking about Christmas! The
first of December marks the beginning of the new church year
and the start of Advent. How time flies!

Phoebe




OUR NEW ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

His Majesty The King has approved the nomination of the Bis
of London, the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally,
next Archbishop of Canterburowning Street has announced

The 108 | NDKOA&AK2L) 2F /I yiSND
arrived in Kent from Rome in 597, Bishop Sarah will be the
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She will be installed in a service at Canterbury Cathedra
al NOK HAnHC®

Sarah Mullally has been the Bishop of London since 2018
first woman appointed to that role, and before that was Bish
of Crediton in the Diocese of Exeter. Prior to her ordinatior
HanmE &AKS gla 0KS D2OSNYYS
Englandg the youngest person ever to be appointed to that rg

shorg

as th

dzh
first

Al in

the
op
1 in
YA

e

at the age of 37¢ having previously specialised as a cancer
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The Crown Nominations Commission (CNC) for Canter
nominated Bishop Sarah following a process of pu
consultation and prayerful discernment that began in Febru
this year. The Canterbury CNC was made up of represente
from across the Church of England, global Anglican Commt
and the Diocese of Canterbury.
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asprimus inter pareg; or first among equalg of the Primates
of the global Anglican Communion, which consists of aroung
million people, across 165 countries. In the House of Lords
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/appointment-of-the-archbishop-of-canterbury-3-october-2025
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the same spirit of service to God and to others that
motivated me since | first came to faith as a teenager.

At every stage of that journey, through my nursing career
Christian ministry, | have learned to listen deeplio people

has
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together to find hope and healing.

| want, very simply, to encourage the Church to continue tc

grow in confidence in the Gospel, to speak of the love thg
find in Jesus Christ and for it to shape our actions.

And | look forward to sharing this journey of faith with
millions of people serving God and their communities
parishes all over the country and across the global Ang
Communion.

| know this is a huge responsibility but | approach it wit
aSyasS 2F LISHOS FyR GNHza(G Ay

Following the nomination of Rt Revd Sarah Mullally
108" Archbishop of Canterbury, our Bishop Michael writes:
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is nominated to this historic role. | welcome this.
"I have every confidence that she has the gifts, the capacity
the commitment required for the Archbishop of Canterbury
continue to be a focus for unity. Her commitment to mut
flourishing is proven and deep seated.

"l will be leading the whole Diocese of Lichfield in prayer for h
OEA DPOADPAOAO OiI OAEA 1 EEEAAS

T wi

he
5 N
lical

h a

-

aS

El

ant
to
pal




%' APRAYERFOR -~
q_,/ THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

Almighty and everlasting God,

the only worker of great marvels,

send down upon your servant Sarah,

called to be Archbishop of Canterbury,

and all who are committed to her care,

the spirit of your saving grace,

and that they may truly please you,

pour upon them the continual dew of your blessing.
Grant this, O Lord,

for the honour of our advocate and mediator,
Jesus Christ.

Amen.




THE CHURCHES OF
WEM AND WHITCHURCH RURAL DEANERY

This is the seventh instalment of my account of the churches
in this Rural Deanery in alphabetical order.
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,
GRINSHILL

There has been a church i
Grinshill for centuries, first as ¢
chapelry of Shawbury, anc’
then as an independent parist
church from probably the 1%
century. But this church was
built in 183940 by the i@ |
architect John Carline junior off} [
Shrewsbury, who had built StEs=a

-EAEAAI GO A
Shrewsbury (now a Masonicjss
Hall) in 1829 and who als
built Albrighton church, near Shrewsbury, in 1840L. Many
of the headstones in Grinshill churchyard are older than the
present church.
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romantic village of Grinshill is delightfully situated, angd
contains many good residences, occupied by respectahle
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change. John Leonard ir
y 2004 thought that the
|l aspect from the south was
- impressive and the interior
| light and airy.
. ! The church is built of reo
sandstone from the nearby,
| quarry and it consists of|
——8 nave and chancel with g
= west tower, which
B probably contains stones
& from the earlier church.
The tower, which was
. rebuilt in 200910 at the
cost of £80,000 (half from
English Heritage), always
strikes me as rather
Italianate. It is certainly distinctive. There is no porch (unlike
#AOl ETAG6O AEOOAE AO !'1 AOECIEOI
deliberate omission to show off the fine south doorway. Nave
and chancel are separated by a wooden screen carved by [six
parishioners to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Quegn
Victoria in 1897. Much of the woodwork was carved by the
sisters of the Vicar of the time, the Revd John Wright, including
the altar, reredos, pulpit, and pew ends. The east window is by
W G Taylor of London and shows the Crucifixion with Jesus,
Mary, and John. The onenanual organ is by Forster ang
Andrews of Hull, 1885. The clock is by Joyce of Whitchurgh,
1927.

In 2014 a Record of the contents of the church was produced
by members of NADFAS (The National Association |of
Decorative and Fine Arts Societies). There is a copy in the
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church of this invaluable and exhaustive catalogue of the

furnishings, windows, and monuments.

Grinshill church seems to be usually unlocked. It is part of a
four parish benefice covering Astley, Clive, Grinshill, gnd
Hadnall.
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Notes from The Diocese DIOCESE OF

for October 2025

Gratitude, Opportunity and Hope

ARAN KATARIA
/' f money t

listen together to
what It 0s
Lichfield Diocese

Ever noticed? People who are at
ease about bi g mg

confusingly mixing compass and
currency, it reveals a deep truth: a
large sum of money might bring a

polar chill: the burden of choices and the risk of temptations

and dissension. It needs skilled handling to bring blessing.

The additional £400 million extra over three years across 42
di oceses being released from
assets, an amount of arctic proportions according to the

popular yardstick, could, rather should, bless us. A good first
response might be gratitude, caution and reaching for a

calculator. Caution is valuable because it stops us from falling
into two traps: imagining where we would spend the money

for our own benefit rather than for the Kingdom, and, worse,

imagining where we would spend the same sum twice.
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Thankfully, the calculations are being done by Lichfield
Di ocesefs very skilled financ

Gratitude to God is the gateway to asking God what divine and
loving purpose it is there to fulfil, because money calls us into a
future plan. This money also comes with wonderful timing. The
ten goals of Seeking the Kingdom can guide our efforts, there is
the opportunity to use the extra money to fund new activities,
especially in parishes where there are identifiable possibilities
for growth but resources are short. Much of our focus in
Seeking the Kingdom is rightly on our parishes.

We are relieved of some choices but have to make others. To
ease the costs of a substantial 11.1% increase in clergy stipends
to support the well -being of clergy and their families in every
parish, part of the extra money is specifically for our 25% least
well-off parishes. We can all warm to this proposal: wellbeing,
financial and otherwise for clergy, is our collective responsibility.
Better still, the whole church family and all those who contribute
so generously the | ionds shar
and mission will benefit too: more funding for less prosperous
parts of the diocese gives us the opportunity to reduce the
amount of mutual support needed. Well-being is at the heart of
the direction and goals of Seeking the Kingdom, our plan for
2025-2030. Churches that flourish and people that flourish do
so because they are immersed in the common activity of
building the Kingdom of God and building the Kingdom brings
more flourishing: I tds a virt

Questions will arise about how the rest of the money that we
will receive is to be used and our diocesan decision-makers will
be taking a | ook at next year
consultations in each Episcopal Area, taking proposals to Synod
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in October. The additional money over which we have a choice
has the power to call us all into a new future. It is tapered over

nine years, so we canot simpl|y

wonot | ast . Can we all gat he
give us hope in a sustainable future and to address the
challenge posed afresh that we are sustaining ourselves a
present using a diminishing pot of reserves?

-

Over the next few months, the whole diocese - parishes,

clergy, |l ay | eaidievitsl@explore r y o

attitudes to money toget her
Opportunity and Hope

Arun Kataria is the Diocesan Director of Communications,
helping share news around the diocese and working closely with
colleagues on staff and synods to promote our diocesan goals
www.lichfield.anglican.org/our-vision
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http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/our-vision

CARING FOR

GOD’S ACRE

Putting your meadow to bed

for the winter!
LGQa 2FGSy GK2dzAaAKG |d¢F
into churchyards or cemeteries is a case |of
leaving them to go wild and stopping
management. Actually, this is not the case.
Many of the species and habitats fou
in burial grounds have been present for

41 the decades or even centuries that th|s

| special place has been cared for. Thdse
plants, animals, birds and fungi will haye
been widespread in the farme
landscape of the past. If you want t
maintain or increase wildlife in you
local churchyard or cemetery then th
best thing to do is to continue thi
traditional work rather than making
bigg change and leaving thin

always important community spaces, used
outdoor services, for archery practice
markets and fairs as well as for burial. The
are records of a hay crop being taken whi
FT2N¥SR LI NI 2F GKS

grazing after the hay was cut. For much
history, grass was an important energy cro
so a meadow would be cut at the height of i
growth in summer, when the bulk of thg
nutrients are above ground, and any cut gra




would be dried as hay
raked up and taken to
feed animals in winter.
Small patches of meadow,
such as that found on
verges and in
churchyards, might not
aSSY 62NIK .
now but would have had
value back in the day. Th
wonderful  shows  of
wildflowers that we see in our churchyard meadows are made of plants
able to thrive in these conditions, able to survive cutting and grazjng.
Meadow plants tend to be perennial, these can survive the winter, often
living for many years. Perennials do not actually need to flower or|set
seed although doing so will allow them to increase in number. There| are
I FS¢ YSIR2¢ LAFyda GKFEG FNB Fyy
these, such as yellow rattle, tend to flower early prior to the hay cut) so
can grow each year from the seed that has fallen.
Another difference between old fashioned systems and our modern
world is mowingmachines. These are relatively recent inventions and
have become more efficient over the years, able to cut grass really ghol
and very uniform. Again, if you want to increase the flowers, pollingtors

1%

often can make a big difference as skstdmmed plants like clovers
RFrAaArASaz OFrdQa SIFEN FYyR aLIlSSRgS
less tidy in the past, as well as
more uneven sward, there woul
have been edges and corners th
RARYy QUG 3ISaG  Odzi
animals to withdraw to following
grass cutting, and to shelter in ov¢
winter. Thinking in this way ca
help to make meadow
management easy to understand:

NJ




Let the grass grow long foss*
3 or 4 months over theiss
spring and summer, follovg
this by a summer cut angs
rake (you can make hay
you like orjust remove the
O dzii AN aaoo
about cutting flowers, thef&s
plants will survive and &
some species may regrow
FYR FE2gSNIFILAYyd bod. & LT &2dz
species such as scabious or knapweed, then cut the bulk of the me
and leave some flowery patches till later on.

R 2
adow

Keep grass short over the autumn and winter, the time when it might

KIS ©06S8SSy 3INITSR Ay GKS Ll ado
Again, do not leave grass cuttingssitu,try to collect them all up ang
remove for composting.
Remember that, as far as nature goes, we are now a bit too tidy! Se
mower blade high and leave some rough edges or corners. T
tussocky corners will contain coarser grasses such as false oat gra
cocksfoot, plants with hollow stems such as hogweed and dead fl
headsc all really good places for insects, amphibians, reptiles and 4
mammals to hide, hunt and hibernate over winter.

So what can you do in October? Not much actually, the hard

should be over! You can make sure that all meadow areas have
cut, raked and are now short, ready for the winter, and can leave
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rough corners and dead flower stems as they are, rather than being

messy they are a vital resource for the winter.

Harriet Carty,

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisoriet@cfga.org.uk
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk

- individuals and groups in the diocese receive 20% members
discount on all CfGA materials. Use the discount dmmrem22
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COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS
o October 2025 from ROGER ASHTON

The Uplands

The Uplands of the UK are a vital part of our agriculture and
farming. In recent years they have come under increasing
pressure from government policies, much higher input costs
and labour shortages. The change in subsidy support to the
environmental schemes has caused confusion and a
complete rethink on how to maintain and move forward
these essential farm businesses a lot of which are small
family units generations old with their vast experience of
this way of life. There are some big estates too and the
National Parks which have a responsibility to uphold these
principles and not go in for financially lucrative mass tree
planting schemes! Sheep are adapted to thriving in these
challenging uplands. Sheep grazing has shaped the way oul
glorious uplands look over several centuries now. They
support biodiversity, build carbon storage through

>

A group of Herdxvjcks
on the lower slopes of Helms€iag near Grassmere .
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maintaining grassland, reduce wildfire risk and provide
nutritious food. The tougher breeds of beef cattle have a
place here too, they can thrive without extra concentrate
food and trample and control the spread of bracken and eat
down scrub. Uplands contain large areas of peat bog and
they are the greatest form of carbon storage.

The Uplands are the centre
for Grouse Shooting, this
boosts the local economy
and despite some
controversy the management
of heather contributes to its
health. Farmers, government D 44

. _ Al 5
and environmental groups sz & .

T Legs

must work together to ’
protect food production in
these areas.

Upland farming delivers much more than food, it sustains
rural communities, protects iconic landscapes. It underpins
the rural tourism economy and so constitutes a strategic
national asset.

With reference to sheep, they have an
historic and cultural place in our hearts
going back to the very significant part
they played in biblical stories.

Jesus the Lamb of God, Jesus the
Good Shepherd, feed your sheep.




Abb® Michel Quoi st would |

It is only one totally blind who pulf

hands of God, to be led like a child.

obliged to plunge one into darknes
One then learns to rely on God only.

activities, and now he no longer knows what course to take. She
believed in the effectiveness of her words, and now she can no Ic

S
him or herself completely into thg
)

to raise the service of the Christian
above the human level, the Lord |i

He once had great faith in organised

on
ng

express herself. He once valued meetings, and now those he¢ h
carefully prepared fail dismally. Where she had met only with sucges

she now encounters only reverses. And God, seemingly to make
their sudden and total ineffectiveness, acts along channels of his
gAUK2dzG GKS KStL 2F GKAA Wdz
ashamed and in despair, turns to Christ to weep, they no longer
him.

CKAA A& | LIAYyFdzZ GAYSP ¢KS /
need to be reassured.

As the dam checks the flow of water to raise its level and uncha
power, so God, through outward failure, raises his disciple abovs
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Mark 15:3334

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 3**And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a
| oud voiceé O6My God, my God,




Lord, it is dark.
Lord, are you here in my darkness?

Your light has gone out, and so has its reflection on us and on
all things around us.

Everything seems grey and sombre as when a fog blots out thg
sun and enshrouds the earth.

Everything is an effort, everything is difficult, and | am
heavyfooted and slow.

Every morning | am overwhelmed at the thought of another day.

I long for the end, | yearn for the oblivion of death.
| should like to leave,
run away,
flee,
anywhere, escape.
Escape what?
91 Oh , 1T OAh 1T OEAOOKh 1 UOAIT £h )
But leave,
Flee.

| progress haltingly like a drunkard

From force of habit, unconsciously.

| go through the same motions each day, but | know that they
are meaningless.

| walk, but I know that | get nowhere.

| speak, and my words seem dreadfully empty, for they can rea
only human ears and not the living souls who are far above.

Ideas themselves escape me, and | find it hard to think.

| stammer, confused, blushing,

and | feel ridiculous and abashed, for people will notice me.

Lord, am | losing my mind?

Or is all this what you want?
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| am alone.

You have taken me far, Lord; trusting, | followed you, and you
walked at my side,

And now, at night, in the middle of the desert, suddenly you
have disappeared.

| call, and you do not answer.

| search, and | do not find you.

| have left everything, and now am left alone.

OE

Your absence is my suffering.

Lord, it is dark. /
Lord, are you here in my darkness?’
Where are you, Lord?
Do you love me still?
Or have | wearied you?
Lord, answer,

Answer!

It is dark.

60l am the Light

painting by
William Holman Hunt

i OSAOE . ECEO 1 &
by John of the Cross
elaborates on this theme)
fromO0 O A UA Oy Mich@ Qudis
ISBN 671701584
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RIDE+STRID& on Saturday 1$eptember 2025

Ride+Stride is an opportunity for YOU to raise money for you
Church Anyone can join incollect sponsors then plan your own
route -walk, bike,or car - visit some churches enjoy the day.

If you are busy on the 3 go another day- which is what a lot of
people do.

Thesponsorship money is split 50/50 between your local Churc
and the Shropshire Historic Churches Trust (SHCT), which aws
grants for repairs and improvements to our Churches a

Chapels.

So 100% goes to our places of worship.

AEEO EO ARIEET £BRT Q6 A O

The above was the introduction to tREDE+STRIDE advert from
Shropshire Historic Chur cihand,
yes, it is definitely @ Go o d  if lyau nagedthe car or perhaj
walk! Biking is something else, unless of course you have an e
bi ke. We didnot ; thatds Sue
(riding for Wem, Lee and Weston). We thought it would be a ¢
thing to relive past efforts
regularly rode for Ride+Stride when | was Vicar in Hadnall, Astl
Clive and Grinshill. What we should have remembered was the
were 8 or 9 years older! We did make some preparation; s
training rides of about 10 miles and, importantly, get the paper
sortedoit hat meant seeking spon
trumps as far as that was concerned, and | would like to thank
all very much for your support, both for us and for the t
churches.

THE RIDE.
Rain had been forecast, so some wet weather gear was necess
bite to eat somewhere en route, and some water to drink made
final preparation. | left from Wem and met Sue at Glivaready




panting a bit (me, not Sug)a n d
agreed the route

Clive, Grinshill then Hadnall

down to Astley, the first of th
churches to be manne
biscuits and a drink availabl
but we decided to crack on
the weather was dry. We ma¢
for Shawbury, again manneg
then on to Stanton -
Moreton Corbet and the firs}
sign of the promised rai
After sheltering for a shorj
while we made for the first ¢
our churches,

Brockhurst. Deciding not t
continue on the A4® we had

already had a couple of cl

misses on the A5Bwe took

couple of 0short cutsd over
Hi | | and OWeston Hifdtlhde yt owe$S
short or comfortabie before changing our route plan to head
Wem. Sue had the wind under her rear mudguard by this time|&
decided to extend the route taking in Prees Green Methodist C
and St Chado6s, Prees itself
our wet weather gear for the first time but the rain did not last Ic
By the time we reached Whixall Church we were in a muck s
We stopped at Edstaston and then followed the rain into We
very heavy but fortunately it kept ahead of us. We took a break
Fismes Way where Margaret made coffee and we ate our sand
there. Never have | been so reluctant to leave home but desp
fatigue we had to get on. We had visited 15 churches by the ti




had been to Wem Met hodi st C
Wem. We retraced our route a little and headed for Newtow
The Moat Shed. Dismounting at Newtown proved a problem a
ended up flat on my back, fortunately on the lawn. No damage
except to my dignity.

That left four churches to do; Loppington, Burlton, Myddle &
Broughton, which | have to say were completed in a bit of a daze.

We had visited the 20 churches! Remember we were not going
over boardé

We parted company at Broughton, Sue back to her home nea
and | 0roded back to Wem. Oh
than we bargained for: 20 churches and about 55 miles.

Would | do it again? Certainly not on the bicycles shown be
But ask me next year!

What | can say is that getting up in the pulpit on Sunday morn

in St Lukes, Weston, was agony! Sue assures me that she f
pain at all. ...Not sure which was more painful for me.




The Parish Church of St Peter and St Pe f’fi | o
Wem T




The Parish Church of
St Peter and St Paul,
Wem




